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| THIS IS

y NISHI-
MIYA.




¥ THINK HE’S
A A FRIEND OF
"\ sHOKO'S? ™

DON‘T BE
SILLY! HE’S
OBVIOUSLY
HER BOY-

FRIEND!

Qv Slexis Wetee




/ NO, I’M NOT
-{ HER BOYFRIEND/
SHOKO AND
I ARE ONLY
CLASSMATES,

¥

fh




WE WERE
IN SIXTH

? NISHI-
MIYA!!

SHOYA
ISHIDA!!

Ilélr"

[T
.1.!.-.ﬂm| h!!l.lma fa

|




-:- for ———— ’;’. e e T Su :w:}'?r;’ _;\ E \r'
T e SIX YEARS ) |
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7 /7 [/ youwonr
’ ' KNOW
WHETHER
IT HURTS
UNTIL YOU
TAKE THE

PLUNGE!!

IT'S
GONNA
HURT IF

WE JUMP
FROM THIS
HIGH.

YOU JUMP
FIRST,

HE’S
GONNA KILL
HIMSELF
ONE OF
THESE
DAYS...




. HARMAKE [SHIDA

OH CRAP...
I FORGOT
TO TAKE
OFF MY
SHOES...

THERE’S

AREN/T Y TOURE

YOU’'D BE
SURPRISED
HOW CLEAN
THEY LOOK

AFTER YOU LET
‘EM DRY FOR

A NIGHT.

THEY’RE
THOSE THE GoNA 6o

REALLY
DIRTY,
MAN.




| |

YOU BOYS
YOU TWO  HAVE GOT TO /’"\
DON‘T HAVE TO STOP PLAY- =

T WE DO
ING SUCH i

HANG AROUND G SUCH I' ] IT EVERY
T;Ils DIOT IF P Games) Losep DAY

OU DON'T f AFTER

TODAY, WE BUYS
WANT TO, YOU  J L~ M| suweeo SNACKRS SCHOOL. : E L
= ' INTO THE AT THE e
RIVER

FROM THE
BRIDGE.

AHHH/
YOUR
SHOES

ARE ALL R
MUDDY! N

Haif with!!”
i&;::;,gq for Hen!!

HOW DID

; Y . YOU GET §o
& f | 3 DIRTY?!
DSOHI'F"EI'SYgU 4 . — THAT BOY USE THE
KNOW I'M / AR\ OF YOURS BACK DOOR,
THE ONE WHO . 1S ALWAYS

ALWAYS HAS \ ¥ GETTING

5 0

THEM FOR
Youz!
8 “A! HA! HA!
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THE 41ST
DAILY
DAREDEVIL
CONTEST?

YOU'RE SO
CUTE WHEN
YOU’'RE

+

Nt tdet tre
b g Er




FOR REAL?
WHAT ABOUT

YUTARO? DID
THEY BREAK
UP ALREADY?

WHERE’S
THE NEXT
BOOK,
SHOYA?

SIS SAYS
LIFE IS
A WAR

AGAINST

BOREDOM.

DOESN'T
YOUR SISTER
HAVE ANY-
THING BETTER

TO DO WITH
HER TIME?




HOW MANY WHAT WAS

. BUCKETS THE COURSE e e

1 OF WATER OF HUMAN GANDHI?
DOES THE EVOLUTION?

BIG

HEAR I
WE HAVEA %
TRANSFER J
STUDENT /| |7
COMING! [ |

_J

WHAT I WANT TO
KNOW MOST IS
HOW TO AVOID

BOREDOM.

SO EVERY DAY,
I WIN SMALL
VICTORIES IN MY
WAR AGAINST IT.

LET US
NOW BEGIN
THE 42ND

DAILY
DAREDEVIL
CONTEST!!

NO WAY/
GIRLS’RE
BORING/

IT’S A GIRL.
DON‘T YOU,
SHOYA?

I HOPE

' MR. TAKEUCHI
TALKING
ABOUT IT IN
THE FACULTY
OFFICE!

you
cANT (4%

PLAY
WITH
GIRLS!

WHAT
A DIFFERENCE
DOES THAT

" NONE OF =X \ -

THE CRAP
THEY TEACH
US HERE
INTERESTS

I HATE

BOREDOM,

TOO.



DIDNT L
TELL YOU

WE'LL BE
IN MIDDLE

7/ ! CHICKEN-
YOU SURE? NG OUT,
THAT MEANS KAZUKI?
YOU’RE BUY-

IN* SNACKS,
YOU KNOW?

THIS KID L
STUFF.




AL ;.Iw_ly{i_..:ll\.;i‘ ..u,l
T

il b L
R

1!

! 7 -‘:.; i 7
s rTHn A ] i -
.“||| d \I-h

T

H

|

i

‘M

;"E \ SKIPPIN’

4

] CRAM
')/ SCHOOL!

25

THEY'RE
CRAZY
RARE//

AND KEEP
ITAS A
PET!!

B N - |
—
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YOU’'RE
WELCOME,
MaZAM/

HEY, I'M
HELPING
PAY YOUR
BILLS,
SO BE

27

THIS
WEEK’S L
ISSUE?! |

WHERE’D
MY SHOES
Go~r!!!

YOU CAN BE
KIND OF
ABSENT-

7 MINDED,
SOMEBODY SHOYA.
PROBABLY

STOLE THEM

WHEN YOU

WEREN'T
PAYING
ATTENTION.

SHUT UpP/
WHADDAYA
THINK YOU’RE
DOING AT
MY PLACE

ANYWAY,
WHY DON‘T !
YOU GO TO NAOKAZ
THAT FANCY

SALON BY THE
STATION?!

ARE YOU
SURE YOU
REALLY
LOOKED FOR
THEM?

£

2 o

I DID//
I LOOKED
FOR TWO




AREN'T
THESE
YOUR
SHOES,

MARTIANS
COMING TO

IT LOOKED TO
ME LIKE HE
WAS MAKING

A RUN FOR IT.

THAT'S
THEM/!
WHAT
THE

THIS E HECK?/

"NHERE’D SUSPICIOUS,
SO I ASKED
SCHOOL

HIM: 1 THOSE THE
YOU STEAL / DAY AFTER WITH.
Al YOURS WENT

I\  MssiNG.




BUTIFI
WERE TO
GIVE HIM
A NAME,
IT WOULD BE

SOUNDS
LIKE
THEY’RE

DO
CREATURES
LIKE THAT
REALLY EXIST
ON EARTH?/

TH...
THAT’S
IMPOS-
SIBLE/

I SEE...

pr——

l

.’

T

BUT SIR,
OUR TARGET
STANDS AN
IMPOSING
511 N
STATURE.

WELL
LAUNCH OUR
ASSAULT ON
ZND ELEMEN-

TARY AS SOCON

AS WE

CONFIRM OUR

SHALL
WE BEGIN
OPERATION
SHOE
RESCUE
IMMEDIATELY,
SIR?

IT’S
DANGEROUS
TO ENTER
ENEMY
TERRITORY.

LET’S USE
A DECOY TO
LURE HIM INTO
AN UNPOPU- |5
LATED AREA! A




= %
¥ [ THEYRE
= A AWFULLY
>, E S You
— / / = MIND
o i LENDING
‘ ME A
HAND?

ASKED METO
CARRY SOME
THINGS...

THANK YOU!
THEY'RE OVER

SUPPOSED
TO KNOW
UNTIL I

Géfo‘?:?A THIS GUY?

il

THIS IS




YOU KNOW YO.
WHY T
CALLED
YOU HERE,
DONT YOU?

WHAT IF

I’‘LL GIVE
‘EM BACK?

WE NEED
TO TALK
ABOUT
THOSE
SHOES
YOU‘RE
WEARING.

4l

DON‘T PLAY
DUMB. YOU
KNOW WHAT
HAPPENS WHEN
YOU STEAL
PEOPLE’S
STUFF, DONT
you?

»

=,




DO YOU KNOW
WHERE THE
SOLAR PLEXUS




WHADDYA
THINK YOU’RE
DOIN’, BEATIN’
UP MY LITTLE

BROTHER?




HE’S A
LOT MORE
DELICATE
THAN YOU

You JusT
DON’T GET
IT! BEIN’ HIT
BY SOMEBODY
OLDER THAN
YOU GETS
YOU SERIOUS

...I1S GENKI’'S
LITLE

A DAy LIKE BROTHER?
THIS IS WHAT
I CALL A R
RESOUNDING
VICTORY
B AGAINST
2. BOREDOM!

JEEZ,
WHY DON‘T

IT’S CLEARLY

CAUSING ;8% 55.:,85
NOTHIN
TRolBLE! | DAREDEVIL

TROUBLE!

NONSENSE?




ME.

WHAT,
FOR REAL?
SEE, I KNEW
N\ SHE BROKE
UP WITH
PROTECT

ALL RIGHT,
FIND YOUR

NEW SEATS,
EVERYONE.

43

SHOYA?

WHERE’S
THE NEXT
BOOK,

IS PEDRO.

MY NAME




WHY DONT

| YOU START

CRAM SCHOOL
TOO?

YOU COULD

WHERE DO
YOU WANT TO
PLAY TODAY,
KAZU?

I'M GOING
TO CRAM

SCHOOL.

I SKIPPED
TOO MUCH
ALREADY.
MY FOLKS
WOULD
KILL ME.

YOU CAN
SKIP IT/

I'M GLAD
WE'RE

SITTING

CLOSE!

———4 YOU DREW
= NUMBER

SIXTEEN,
DIDN‘T YOU,
MIYOKO?

WOULD
YOU MIND
SWAPPING
WITH ME?

SPEAKING
OF WHICH,
WHERE’S THE
NEW TRANSFER
STUDENT GO-
ING TO SIT?

WE CAN
4 DECIDE
THAT ON THE
DAY OF THE
\ TRANSFER.

44



CRAP...
e: AT THIS RATE,
I'M GONNA

. LOSE TO
¥~ BOREDOM...

STOPALL
THIS KID

I HEARD IF
YOU JUMP INTO
WATER FROM
FIFTY FEET,
IT’S HARD AS

CONCRETE!/

THEN WHY
DON'T WE
HAVE SOME
FUN JUST THE
TWO OF US,
KEISUKE?

BUT I THINK
WE SHOULD
FIND A SAFER
AND MCORE
PRODUCTIVE
WAY TO SPEND
OUR TIME.

I'VE BEEN
THINKING OF
TELLING YOU
THIS FOR A
WHILE...

\

...OF THIS
DAREDEVIL
STUFF?

I MEAN,
DON'T
YOU THINK
WE*VE
DONE
ENOUGH...




GOING TO
HAVE A NEW
FRIEND IN
CLASS,
STARTING
TODAY.

i35 an
o

| T

=i = ES BEEsey [ T . [

I
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INTRODUCE
YOURSELF.

INTRODUCE |
YOURSELF.




M
Nis?»i
+

name s Shoko

o meet You.

i

minja. It is nice |

I wou

ever

k to 33‘1‘ to know

+hr-oug

 noteBook.

ld |ik.e :

one

this

! lease wse
| this notebock. |/







LET’S SEE...
WHERE
SHOULD YOU
SIT? WHY

DON‘T YOU
SCOO0T
YOUR DESK
BACK A BIT,
MR. ISHIDAZ,

WHAT A
WEIRDO
11

&




ABOUT THE
WAIT. NOW IF

€\ YOU’LL COME
ON BACK...

YOU’LL
COME
WITH
ME...?




I/ 50 THIS
IS HOW

| YOU WANT
YOUR
HAIR,

RIGHT?

DID MY
DAUGHTER
CHOOSE?

HER HAIR
LIKE THIS.
I THINK IT
WILL LOOK
GREAT ON
HER.

ING INTO
RIVERS
THE HOT
NEW TREND
OR SOME-
THING?

| WANT
HER TO

LOOK LIKE

A BOY.




UMM...
WHAT
ARE YOU DO YOU
OKAY WITH  THINK?
ME CUTTING
; IT THIS

" I WANT MY
DAUGHTER

L

. 7 e T

s W ¥ — SRy 4
SN AN/
-“C:V/// ‘m:ﬁ‘?’)‘a\nﬂ

SHE’S i . e - SHE’S NOT

BEING - (i o —
BuLLIED AT Bl | & { e
1 : ‘ ' AID LIKE

BUT I‘LL BE t | &
TRANSFERING | | g g INTO THE
HER TO A : ; RIVER AND
SCHOOL MORE .
UNDERSTAND- || |
ING OF THOSE |||
WITH DISABILI- fi |}
TIES SOON.




/ . i I DIDN’T
~ M ASK FOR
YOUR
> WHAT’S OPINION!!
IMPORTANT IS | OR
KEEPING My - SHOKO’S!!
DAUGHTER ~_ PR
> PROM BEING | ( & A
BULLIED!! YA

DON'T KNOW
OW YOU STAY
IN BUSINESS
WHEN YOU
DON‘T LISTEN
A TO YOUR
CUSTOMERS!

IS THERE
SOMETHING
WRONG WITH
YOUR
HEARING?

THIS IS SORRY,
WHAT SHE BUT...
WANTED...



IT’S NOT
LIKE THAT
INTERESTS
ME OR
ANYTHING.




WHAT DO
YOU THINK
YOU’RE DOING,
MR. ISHIDA?
WE’RE IN THE
MIDDLE OF
CLASS.

Du30u+
| shelters. L
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WANTED TO
SEE HOW
BAD HER

I THINK
I CAN
You FISH_EE IT




Could Uuou
= P‘ease rgpea+
that?

73

N |/ REALIZE YOUVE /|
i [/NEVER MET ANYONE
WHO COULDN‘T
HEAR BEFORE, BUT |
YOU CAN’T MAKE
FUN OF NISHIMIYA
BECAUSE OF HER/
pDiIsABILITY. / /

G

NISHIMIYA
DIRECTLY. [,

I JUST
WANTED TO
KNOW IF

GO TALK
TO HER,
NAOKA.

Y WANNA TALK B
4 TO SOMEONE




HER
NICKNAME
, IS “SHO"!

/[ YoU come
et 1 TO THIS
, SCHOOL,
|t ANYWAY?
AN A \
sl SN
Did you suy)
somei’hm
NUH...
NEVER-
FREAKIN -
MiND!

IT APPEARS
THAT SHOKO
FROM PLANET
NISHIMIYA DOESN'T
UNDERSTAND
HUMAN LANGUAGE
VERY WELL.

WELL,
WHATEVER.
I MUST THANK
GOD FOR
SENDING
ANOTHER
DELUXE-CLASS
LIFE FORM
MYy WAY.
AL (]
BUT I =~y
Jam STILL DON'T '
=“HAVE ENOUGH
INFORMATION.
l= IN ORDER TO
PROPERLY

2 UTIL!ZE




LOUD-

HOW DO YOU ER,
/
EXPECT TO UENO:
GET THE
FEELINGS
ACROSS LIKE

THAT’S
You,
MR.

ISHIDA.

ARGLE!
BARGLE!




THINGS
YOU JUST
HAVE TO

THE WAY NISHI-

I KNOW

MIYA SPEAKS
IS UNUSUAL,
BUT THAT’S NO
REASON TO

MOCK HER.

SATION
ABOUT

I DON'T THINK
IT’S UNUSUAL.
SHE’S JUST
SPEAKING
HER MOTHER
TONGUE.

7" YOU'RE IN \

W THE SIXTH
WHAT KIND I GUESS ?gﬁogoﬂi? .
THAT
OF PARENT o lo i
RAISES AN EXPLAINS
WHY YOU ACT  MORALITY
IDIOT LIKE
youz LIKE THIS.
[~
THERE ARE
SOME TTl-uM(:‘.s
IN THIS
S'DEs WORLD THAT
Wb YOU JUST
WITH... ou Jus

DEAL WITH/




Would you -
mind urd’ir_\?g
— that down?

MUSIC ROOM |

NOW, LET’S ALL
DO OUR BEST

TO PREPARE FOR

2N
.

THE CHOIR
COMPETITION/

XY THIS TIME T

{ I’LL COPY \y
\IT FOR you

_ I KNOW
: _-'NHATYOU N
K.\ MEAN. !“
R ] R ©.
: F ¥ L*

7 1 DONT

HER HAND
I3 ANYWAY.

SHE KNOW
HOW MUCH

Y TIME SHE’S

g (g ST\ WASTING?

" %
e

- i
~A

- "

I

SEE WHY
SHE HAS
TO RAISE

DOESN'T

7

CAN YOU ~ _..SORRY,
TELL MISS MISS
NISHIMIYA NOT  UENO.
TO RAISE HER
HAND UNTIL
AFTER SHE’S
WRITTEN HER

80




FROM THE
HEARING

| r'ﬁ@{ IS A LITTLE
f\‘t,-_\ Y TONE DEAF

) u’ "'?& BECAUSE OF &
A ﬁ\" HER DISABILITY.

! #
YOM Pe +Oh3 deac SHE’LL DO v‘femgoﬁﬁa
/ ) HER BEST, JUST DO ABOUT
LIKE EVERYONE R ey

ELSE, SO WON'T
YOU PLEASE LET
HER PARTICIPATE

TION?

so Just pretend like

EVERYONE

f [}
[ ouw're singing! N THE CHOIR
C / i WHO THINKS WITH YOU?
o ‘ / / o THAT’S A

HANDS!//

TR

OH, DON'T . 3 ¥ CHOR 15
PAY ANY ST [ FRIGGINY
ATTENTION ' sSTUPID

ANYWAY!

TO HIM/




THE TIME |
IT TAKES
TO TELL HER
THINGS.

| T B l

( B _H B ||
.—f,-l - 1T _Ilr ¥ I‘—‘ ‘j: .F.
THIS IS PROBABLY l{ L 1 (|
ANOTHER OF THose | L Il L 1L .
THINGS WE “JUST -
HAVE TO DEAL WITH.” :

SHE WAS IN

—{ YOUR GROUP.

WHY DIDN'T |
YOU TELL HER,

i LDIDNT ™ 7
NOTICE... §

AGN | § 'T'SONE
' | { OF THOSE
THINGS YOU
JUST HAVE

LISTEN, Y
YOU’RE ALL
AT FAULT




JUST LIKE IT
HELPS AN ENG-

LISH PERSON
IF YOU SPEAK
ENGLISH, IT
HELPS PEOPLE
WHO CANNOT
HEAR IF YOU
USE SIGN
LANGUAGE.

THAT’S
OBVIOUS,
RIGHT?

CANT
WE JUST
WRITE IN
HER NOTE-
BOOK?

o

HOW WILL
US LEARNING
SIGN
LANGUAGE

WELL, IT’S

ME TO
COMMU-

NICATE
THROUGH
WRITING.

EASIER FOR

-..IT’S EASIER
FOR SHOKO TO
COMMUNICATE
THROUGH SIGN
LANGUAGE, AND
SHE CAN GET
HER FEELINGS
ACROSS MUCH
BETTER THAT
WAY AS WELL?

¥ WELL,
N DD You
KNOW...

LEARN SIGN
LANGUAGE!

N
LET’S USE
\\ THE THREE-

MINUTE
AFTERNOON
HOMEROOM
PERIOD TO
HELP SHO-
KO AND...

MS.
KITA!

WHY DON‘T
WE START

WILL BE OUR
TEACHER FOR
THESE
LESSONS/

MS. KITA,
WHAT’S
“SIGN
\ LANGUAGE”
\ ¢

AS THE NAME
SUGGESTS,
IT IS AWAY TO
COMMUNICATE

USING “SIGNS,”
WHICH ARE
MADE WITH

THE HANDS.

YOU COULD
SAY IT’S A WAY
TO TALK WITH
YOUR HANDS!




YOU’'RE NOT
EMBARRASSED
MAKING THE
STUDENTS
LEARN SOME-
THING YOU
DON'T KNOW
YOURSELF?

T

Al

g

))/I CAN
SEE WHY

WE TRY THIS
AGAIN SOME
OTHER TIME,
MS. KITA?

ISN'T IT JUST
THAT YOU THINK
LEARNING
SIGN LANGUAGE
WILL BE A
BOTHER,
NAOKA?

IT SEEMS TO
ME YOU'RE
FINDING A

REASON TO BE

UNHAPPY... /Z

...RIGHT
NOW, WE’RE
TALKING
ABOUT HOW
WE CAN ALL
HELP
SHOKO...

&s HUH?

JUST A
MOMENT,
MS. KITA.

D-D...

DONT YOU
THINK THIS
IS A GOOD

o OPPORTUNITY |
) FOR EVERYONE
TO LEARN

SOMETHING
\ NEW?

MR. TAKEUCHI
AND I WILL
EVEN LEARN
WITH YOU!/

... WHICH
IS WHY I
THOUGHT I
WOULD START
LEARNING
TODAY...

YOU DON‘T
KNOW SIGN
LANGUAGE?




Y

-..ALWAYS BEEN
INTERESTED IN
THIS SORT OF
THING...

HOW
ABOUT A
ROUND OF
APPLAUSE
FOR OUR

soeX’LL
LEARN
SIGN LAN-
GUAGE.

THREE MINUTES
A DAY, I’LL STUDY

AN HOUR AND A SAHARA.
HALF A DAY SO NO
ONE ELSE HAS TO.

IF HELPING AND I‘LL
SHOKO IS STAY WITH
THE GOAL, SHOKO ALL
THEN I THINK —— DAY LONG...
ONE PERSON
WILL BE ll : CLﬁﬁgES

PLENTY... ..




WHAT’S

s, SHE
I 4 TRYING TO
W\ SHOwW OFF

[
2
i _1—\"" I
=l / "I.i
! TOTALI:Y! [

- What's wrong?

T

THOSE
BROWNIE




SHE ISN'T
JUST
AN ALIEN
RAISED IN A
DIFFERENT

GET IN

DO WITH

WHEN YOU

NOTHING TO

NORMAL
ROUTINE
wAS
DE-
STROYED /4
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